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6,200 AN HOUR DINE
IN BIGGEST MESS HALL

Overhead Grandstand Sys-
tem Does Away With
“Comin’ Through”

FOURKITCHENS, 32 STOVES

Record Sfructure Also Serves as
Camp’s Theater, Church ‘and
Prize Fight Center

“essing on massc is one of the prob-
lems always confronting the auihorities
at the big base ports of the S.0.8. At
one of the biggest of them they have
golved it for ome huge gang of Sieve-
dores, at least, by the erection of 2 mess
Ball thai will accommodate 31,100 men
ut one sitling; and, if they are sSpry
about being served, it will accommo-
date upwards of 6,200 per hour.

This biggest of the big in the way of
mess halls—a larger one has yet to be
heard of*in the A.E.F.—is remarkable,
however, not so much for its hugeness,
but for the scientific manner in which
it is constructed. I[ls most prominent
feature is its system of overhead service,
whereby the chow is brought up te the
serving tables over the heads of the men
in line, thus avoiding any break in the
steady flow of messkit holders from the
serving stands io the dining tables.

It is ag if the mess line were going
noi in to dinner, but in through one &f
ihe porwals leading out f{rom under a
grandstand on to the playing fleld in a
big bescball park or football stadium.
As they pass by the portals the chow is
neaped on their mess kits, and the
K.P’s who bring it up pass over their
heads on the grandsiandlike structure
above.

No Plaee for YMes

With a portal for every company be
ing scrved by the hall, and with the mess
sergeants’ deputies aut the serving table
of cach compuny looking alive to sce
that word geis back to the kitchens be-
fore the supply runs ico low, it ecanm
readily be seen how expedilious_the feed-
ing job can be made, and how it can be
operated without confusion even in a
Dbuilding fully onefourth the size of the
Chicago Coliseum, Not.only are delay
end cold grub, two, of the things that
make mess sergeants hated, obviated,
but, by the thorough sereening of the
whole siructure, flies are comparatively
unknown in the interior.

The necessary auxiliaries to the mess
hall proper include two large kitchens,
of 13 stoves each, each stove having a
conerete. base superimposed upon the
kitchen’s concrete floor. Each of these
jarge cookeries occupies a ground spacc
of 812 by 60 feet. In addition, there,
are two smaller kitchens, 100 by 40 feet,
designed for but three sfoves eack, but
containing the concrete fixtures, such as
wash basins and oven bases, and the
huge ice boxes common to Lheir two big
sisters.

s if that were not enough, there are
provided for the big Sievedore camp of
which the mess hall is the center four

. extra dining rooms, with their attendant
*Xkitchens, capable of caring for 500 men
each. To store the extra grub necded
for this young barrack city of more than
§;000 huskies, ihree large warchousey
are required. .

Short Cut to Ocean

Another thing about the messing ar-
rangements of the camp at The Four
Corners, as it is locally calted—for it is
but one of the very luFge camps in the
vicinity—is that there is no long haul
for the refuse of the kitchens and the
rest of the buildings. Here and there
about the grounds are great square
yawning receptacles of concrete. They
lead straight to an underground sewer
and thence {0 the sea.

The mess hall proper is, of course, the
salient point of the camp, which it
serves as theater, church and prize fight
center, in addition to its regular duties,
tut the camp itself deserves a passing
word of mention. Begun in July, it is
now practically completed. It was con-
structed entirely by American soldiers,
both white and colored, and entirely un-

- der American Engineers’ planning and
supervision. Two sawmills and a planer
worked day and night on the job of
turning out its neat two-story barracks,
redolent with the odorof new-cut pine.
It iz electrically lighted throughout.

While this much has been done for
the 8,000 and upward enlisted men who
either inhabit it, or are to, the officers
in charge of the camp have not been for-
gotten. For them two old chateaux in
the vicinity have been taken over, with
pracilcally every room boasting a fire-
place as protection against the coming

L owinter.

END OF MONTH STUFF

K.P.: Sergeant, the captain says I'm
in nced of a litile change. I've been-on
K.P, for-——— ' .

Sergeant: You'll have to get it off
him, then. He’s got all of:mine.

| HERE 'AND THERE

| INTHES. 0. .

The ecasual, newly out of a_ }mse port
hospital, approached & strange and
middic-aged officer and saluted.

“Would you mind, sir,” he inquired,
“censoring this letter for me? My
buddy up on the hill there is too bunged
up to write, and asked me to write
home to his folks for him, I got the
low-down from a gob that there's a mail
poat goin' out tomorrow, and if I mail
this downtown this afternoon I can just
about make it, I guess. If 1 wait till
I go back up, I can’t. 1 know it's’ a
favor, but I'd be ever so much obliged
if you would, sir.”

“Certainly,” said the officer--he was
a maljor, too—and lock the letter. He
took one glance at the opening para-
graph, and his face turned white.

“\Wh - wh - why,” he stammered,
“that's my boy! Where is he?” .

“Up on ike hill in ward . ex-
plained the flustered casual. "“And say,
sir, he sure put up some pretty scrap
before they nicked him!” .

Passersby in the immediate vicinity
were then and there treated to the un-
usual but edifying spectacle of a gray-
baired major-Taptly embracing a much-
rumpled easual buck private.

“How lonz you been over here?” a
new arrival, jnst off the dock, asked one
of the first hundred thousand. X

~How long?” echoed the veteran.
“Hell, feller, I've been here so long that
when I go home I'l be calling Main
Street the Rue Vietor Hugo and the
Eagle House the Hotel de France!”

There is displayed in the signs of a
certain M.T.C. unit a greatdeal of can-
dor, but restrained eandor at that. On
the door leading into the business end
of the shopis the polite but firm legend:

“We prefer to invite you in.”

The eivilian workers employed by the
Avmy Transport Service on the boals
running to and from the States always
more or less mystify the newcomers o
the base ports. They cannot undersiund
bow or why any man in cits’ clothing
should both speak and understand Amer-
ican unless Je were the Secretary of War
or Colonel fTouse or somebody.

“Can it,” said one of the AT.S. men
the other day, when a two-striper asked
him 4 question in French. “I'm an
American.”

“Then why,” inquired. the old-timer,
“don’t you wear your EIks’ pin to
prove it?”

A certain company of the - En-
gineers, out and lost in the country on
a forestry detail, helped the owner of
a nearby estate to put out a fire in his
chateau not long ago. So much store
did the owner set by the aid they gave
him that, aside from saying all soris of
nice things about them to their area
commander, he presented the company
with a check for 1,000 francs.

At first they balked at accepting it,
saying that it was all a part of ihe day’s
work, that it was all done to further the
entente cordiale, that little things like
putiing out each other's fires were what
Allles were Allfes for. But {he owner
was politely insistent, so, rather than of-
fend him--for he had been a most hos-
pitable neighbor to them-—they reluc
tantly accepted.

People who think they know all about
Army life would of course wind up the
gtory by stating that the Yanks had a
big feed, or that there was a pro ratfa
division of the fund in the afternoon, a
game in the.evening, and a much-en-
riched top sergeant fn the morning.

What actually happened was that
those 1,000 francs remained intact until
a celebration day when the whole com-
pany marched down in a body to lake
part in the festivities at the nearest vil-
lage. There they turned over the whole
sum to the French Red Cross.

" FLEET MEN TO QUIT °

{BY Canrero TIIE STARS AND STRIPES.)

AMERICA, Nov. 2l—Department
heads of the Emergency Fleet Corpora-
tion are preparing to turn their offices
over to their successors as soon as the
emergency ceases to exist.

Among those who announce thal they
are ready to return to their own affairs
are Charles Plez, general manager of the
United States Shipping Board; Vice
President Howard Cooley; -A. Gerritt
Taylor, head of the housing division; Dr.
Louis €. Marshall of the industrial re-
lations section: James O. Hayworik,
manager of the wooden ship division;
M. P. Tutile of the supply division, and
Charles M. Schwab, director general.

First Doughboy: Didn't you migs that
half past one shelling last night?

Second Doughboy: Miss t? Why,
the silence kept me awake for an hour!

“Why does the corporal still keep his
gas mask at alert? Doesn’t he know
there’s an armistice?”

“Yes, but he says he's carried it on
his chest so long that he's afrald he'll
catch ‘cold if he takes it oft,”

SANTA FOR EVERY
CHRISTMAS TREE

Chiidren of France. to Be
Brought in to Enjoy
Festivities

Our good friends-—la jeunesse de la
France—~who have been saying “good
morning” to us every evening now for
18 months, the little boys and girls
who have lived through four shadow
vears but have not lost the irrepressible
bappiness of childhood, are Lo be our
guests at Christmas time.

When  Christmas  Hve comes—our
second in France—almost every unit in
the A.E.F. will have a real Christmas
iree, an evergreen with burning candles
and lt{le red and green clectric lights,
sirings of gold and silver fingel and
hanging ornaments, a blazing shrine
that will bring back memories of other
Chrisimases over home. The boys and
girls of the towns and eountryside will
be inviied in,

Yes, and there will be a Sania Claus
for every Chrisimas tree. ‘He will be
an AKF. Santa Claus with O.D. issue
stuff under his white frimmed red
robes, and his white whiskers will hide
u stubbleless face,, and heé may speak
Erench with an intonation of Ohio or
“Texas, but he will be the same good-
red: old genileman who walks with
ingling of tiny bells and is the

given indoors, but at many other
places the Christmas tree and the Sania
Claus festivit: will be given in the
open air, perhaps in a park in a smail
town or in front of the Hotel de Vilie
There is a chance that Santa Claus in
some of these places may appear be-
hind reindeer, providing the Camou-
flage Corps can remodel a couple out of
the “chevals” or mules helonging to the
artillery or transport service.

The stage paraphernalia for the [esti-
vities will be supplied by the Y.M.CA,
cacl: unit only having te supply its own
tree. Mistletoe, growing on the irees
in all parts of France, will be used
generally for iesiooning halls or bar-
rack rooms. The Y.MC.A. also will
supply the manuseripts on the special
Christmas play.

Incidentaily, the Y.M.C.A. is plan-
ning to give every American soldier in
France a Christmas box. Each box,
and there will be 2,000,000 of them
according to arrangements, is to con-
win two bars of sweet chocolale, two
packs of cigaretles, and—well, for the
third item in the box you may have
vour choice of either cream candy, &
cigar or a bar of chewing tobacco.

Postal employes attached io the U.S.
Postal Agency in the A ILEL are henceforth
1o wear the same uniform as ficld clerks,
with the exception that the “U.S.” only
will be worn on the collur, and that o
chevron of uray postul cloth two and one-
half inches in diameter, bearing the lottors
“P.A three-fourths of an ineh high in red,
with a red border ong-fourth of an inch
wide of the same material as the letters
will be worn on the left sleeve wmidway be-
tween the elbow and the slecvetop, <Phis
iz in accord with G.O, 1¥9,

760 MILES IN 4 HOURS

1 BYCapreTo THE STARS AND STRIPES.]

AMERICA, Nov. 21.-—Major R. I
Hooth and Lieut. Elmer J. Spencer re-
cently flew from the Selfridge aviation
field at Mount Clemcns, Mich., to Min-
eola, L. I, in a De Haviland
plane, a distance of 700 miles, in four
hours. 'This is one of the longesi non-
stop flights ever made in this country.

They left Michigan at 11:50 a. m.,
flew over Toronto, ithe Adirondacks,
 down ihe Hudson valley and arrived at
Mineola at 4:30 p. m,

Reeruiting Officer: What military ex-
perience have youn had?
Applicant: 1 was a captain in Villa's
army.
Reecruiting Officer (to sergeant): Use
him on the K.P. detail.

GRAND NOUVEL HOTEL
11 Rue Grolée

Place of A
Rooms from 6 to 30 francs
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treasure keeper of those mysterious
regions from which Christmas preser
come.

In places where there are recreation
centers a Chrisimas play—speoially
written for the 1918 Christmas-—will be
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the “Journal de Paris”
i Feonomical Project.” In
\ he said:

one morning at ¥ oelock,
one shop open, although it
sun up dbove three hours,

by sunshine; and yet often

follow that they knew that

All this was in a humoy

would live one hour longer

we have finished our work.
est of days to all of you.

Minute Tapioca Company

“From the
Minate Man of 376
s go the Minute Men
of 1818 in France

: You thouglhi the daylight saving idea was new, didn’t
it was first menfioned in the
days of 276 hy a man of many ideas—Ben. Franklin

1e"not only thoughe of i

“In a walk through the Sirand and Fleet

choosing voluntarily 4o live by candle light and sleep

duty on candles and the high price of tallow.”

For his idea Franklin said that he demanded neither

+ place, pension, -exelusive privilege nor any reward.
He was satisfied with the honor of it
deny, when assailed by little envious minds, that the
anecients knew the hours ol sunvise, bul it dees not

rises. That he ¢laimed as his discovery.
rons vein, but still it elab-

orated- ihe advantage of davlight saving: namely of
“Turning the clock forward an hour g0 thai everybody

. Weare all strong for the iden now that it is in opera-
tion and appreciate the extra hour of daylighi after

Trr Mrivore Max or *Y6.

~

Mass.

.

t, but published his idea in’
under the heading, “An
this semi-humorous article

Street.
T observed there was noi
had been daylighi and ihe
the inhabiiants of London

complaining a little of the

He would not

it gives light as soon as it

hy daylight.”

Well, here’s to the bright-

4o thie #moke - linc
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mild_Robert Burns
may ‘Be had at the
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" THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. WAR RELIEF COMMITTEE

Has' opened reading, writng ll!ld rest rooms at
3 Avenue de PCpéra, Paris.
Theso rooms are open (laily from 9 am. to 10 p.m. and all Soldiers- and
Saifors of thoe Allied Forees ave cordially welcome at all times. .
The Christien _Scignce Bonitor, other publications of tho Society, the
Bible and the Text Book of Christian Science, * Seienco and Health * with
¢ Key to the Seriptures by Mary Baker Iiddl, will be furnished 4reo by the
Comiyitteo to any Soldier or Sailor of tho Allied Amrics upon reguoest.
3 AVEXUE DE L’OPERA. )

See how
much soap
you get.
You can'use

serall

Besides-the quick, plentifulisoftening Yather
that makes your daily shave a'pleasure, you
hiave the satisfaction of thrift when ‘you use
Colgate’s “Handy Grip” Shaving Stick.
With its new and clever construction you
can .unzcrew the last of the soap (usually
thrown away) and stick it on a new stick.

“Cetipal Cigar Comsanys: Fiey . The Stick for, Shaving Econdmy
"Now York

‘Blide remaine in mzor
when stropping

Affording delighifal
staving

Blade.remains in raxor
whan cleaning

- You save blades with :

- The AutoStrop Razor
.'because you can’t help it

¥ HE blade is alwayé in the Razor,

sharpen the blade without taking it
outf.
taking it out. You are never tempted
to throw it away too soon just because
you have it out. Instead youuseitas |}
long as it should be used—as long as it
is good—and that is very long because

The AutoStrop Razor

The AutoSircp Razor is thus not only economical—
it ‘is automagi€ally economical.
spite of you, and i not only saves blades, but it keeps
thern free from rust, keeps them in fine condition.

It 1s a part of the Razor. You i

You ciean the blade without

is the only razor which
sharpens its own blades

It saves its blades in

AutoStxop Safety Razer Co., 345 Fifth Avenue, New York }

' Londan Paris Tarante




